
OLVER ANNOUNCES JUSTICE DEPARTMENT GRANT FOR NORTH QUABBIN YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROJECT

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded $98,948             to Quabbin Mediation, Inc., a conflict resolution organization serving             North Quabbin towns and schools.

           Under the grant, Quabbin Mediation will provide peer           mediation and conflict resolution services with training for teachers           and parents through the Students Teaching Students program. This violence           prevention program focuses on building the social competency of youth           through positive communication skills and peer relationships.

           "I am pleased that this funding has been awarded to           Quabbin Mediation, which has done very good work in developing programs           for youth, families and the community," Olver said. "Prevention           is the best way to address the rise in youth violence and getting parents,           teaching and students involved will help ensure success." 

           The Department of Justice funding was made possible           through an earmark Congressman Olver secured within the fiscal year           2004 federal budget. Olver, a member of the House Appropriations Committee,           secured the earmark in the FY04 Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations           bill.

           The program is a partnership among public schools,           UMass-Lowell and UMass-Amherst, local agencies, the justice system,           and parents and community groups. It includes student trainings, parent           seminars, school-based mental health programs, after-school anger management           programs for youth and parents, mentoring programs and public education.           Specifically, the funding will be used to pay for needed start-up costs           for the program. In addition, the funds will be used to leverage other           monies from foundations and private investment to continue the program           into the future.

           The program serves North Quabbin area schools that           feed into the Athol-Royalston Regional High School and the Ralph C.           Mahar Regional School systems. These include 12 schools in Athol, Royalston,           Orange, Petersham, Wendell and New Salem.

           ###

           For more information, contact, Sharon Tracy, director           of Quabbin Mediation, at 978-544-6142.           
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